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April 11: Spokespersons for organized labor in Mexico expressed opposition to a US-Mexico trade
agreement toward forming a common market, mainly because Mexico is not ready to compete
with advanced economic powers. According to Fidel Velazquez Sanchez, Mexican workers would
be exposed to "superexploitation." He said joining a North American common market would not
be advisable for Mexico since both the US and Canada have a lot to export, and Mexico, "very
little." Velazquez said, "The national market cannot belong to a bloc of this nature. We will be
inundated with foreign products as occurred after our entry into the General Agreement on Trade
and Tariffs (GATT." Secretary general of the Revolutionary Confederation of Workers and Peasants
(CROC) in the Mexico City metropolitan area, Roberto Castellanos Tovar, said, a common market
agreement with the US and Canada would be in all ways "negative for Mexican industry and
workers." Domestic companies would soon go bankrupt, since demand for Mexican products in
foreign markets is insufficient. Ignacio Cuauhtemoc Paleta, leader of the Mexican Regional Labor
Confederation (CROM), said participating in such an agreement would be a highly risky venture
since it may reverse the current government's economic recovery policies. He said Mexico must first
resolve national problems, and then invest itself into conquering other markets. April 12: Opposition
parties in the Chamber of Deputies criticized the government's negotiations with Washington on a
prospective free trade agreement. Jesus Antonio Carlos Hernandez, deputy of the Socialist Popular
Party (PPS), said Mexico would be taking a terrible risk by putting its economic future in the hands
of a country beset by serious economic problems. The deputy said Mexican participation in a Latin
American common market, and diversification of trade relations in general, would be a far more
productive course. Ismael Yanez Centeno, deputy of the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), said
the government's sudden support for a trade agreement with the US was unexpected. He noted that
during recent visits in Chile and Ecuador, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari had promised Mexico
would place greater emphasis on economic relations with Latin America. The deputy asserted that
senior officials had negotiated an agreement with counterparts in Washington. The discussions, he
said, were to be remain secret until President Salinas visits Washington in June. Yanez Centeno said
the government should follow proper procedures upon taking actions with such important political,
economic and social consequences, instead of conducting secret negotiations. The deputy added
that the PRD had called for an end to free trade discussions, and an detailed study to determine
the impact of such an agreement on Mexico's sovereignty and economic development. April 15:
Antonio Calderon Martinez, president of the Consulting Economists Association, said that Mexico
is close to defining a free trade agreement with the US and Canada without having to sign a treaty.
According to Calderon, Mexico's textile and steel industries are quite advanced, but strengthening
them is necessary to obtain and continue greater concessions. The economist pointed out that in
the Canadian-US agreement, the US has pledged to purchase automotive parts from Canada. As
the principal foreign supplier of auto parts to the US, Mexico stands to lose this market, he said, if it
fails to participate in a trade pact with the two nations. (Basic data from Notimex, 04/11/90, 04/15/90;
Xinhua, 04/13/90)
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